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LONDON EPISTLE. 


The Epistle from the Yearly Meeting held in 
London, by adjournments from the 18th of 
the Fifth month to the 28th of the same, 
inclusive, 1853 ; 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends 

in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends,— 

We came together under a deep sense of 
our unworthiness and our helplessness ; but 
through the tender mercies of our heavenly 
Father, we have been permitted, in a remark- 
able manner, afresh to partake of the fellow- 
ship of the Gospel; and have cause to bless 
his name for his mercy and for his truth’s 
sake, In the sense of his goodness we aflec- 
tionately salute you, and bid the faithful 
everywhere to be of good cheer. 

Yet we are not insensible, beloved Friends, 
how much cause there is deeply to mourn 
over the continued prevalence amongst us of 
the earthly and unregenerate mind. The 
apostle wept as he thought of many, even in 
that early day, who walked with the Church, 
and were yet “enemies of the cross of 
Christ.” (Phil. iii, 18.) And as our hearts 
have turned towards those of this class within 
our borders, and we fear there may be such, 
strong and fervent have been our desires that 
they may be awakened to a sense of their 
grievous condition; and now, whilst time and 
opportunity are yet afforded them, may give 
up their hearts to the humbling power of the 
Lord’s Holy Spirit, and be earnestly concern- 
ed to flee for refuge, to lay hold of the hope 
(Heb, vi. 18) of mercy, pardon and plenteous 
redemption that is set before them in the 
Gospel And, for those who have in some 
measure yielded to the tendering visitations 
of Divine Love, but are not yet brought to the 
deep work of entire submission to the cross 
of Christ, or who, having known it, have in 
any degree forsaken their first love, earnest 
are our desires that they may be afresh stir- 
red up to a holy diligence ; lest by any means 
they be beguiled into a false security, and, 
slumbering away the short season here allot- 
ted them for the working out of their salva- 


tion, awake at. last to the awful consciousness 
that the harvest is past, that the summer is 
ended, and that they are not saved. (Jer, 
viii, 20.) Qh, the unutterable loss that is 
involved in the loss of heaven! May we all 
dwell under the deep sense of it, and cherish 
a godly fear lest a promise’ being left us of 
entering into that rest, any of us should seem 
to come short of it. (Heb. iv. 1.) 

It was the prayer of one of old, and may 


make me to know mine end, and the measure 
of my days, what it is; that I may know how 
frail lam.” (Ps, xxxix, 4.) Our time, our 
day upon earth, is fast pas-ing away ; its du- 
ration is altogether uncertain; and few, very 
few, are the working hours of even the long- 
est day. Shall any, then, allow the precious 
moments that can never be recalled, to pass 
unimproved, or spend them upon occupations 
or amusements inconsistent with the great 
object of their being? The life of the Chris- 
tian is not a dull and cheerless existence. 
There are no joys here below to be compared 
with those of which the renewed soul is per- 
mitted to partake, even upon earth, in the 
faithful service of the Lord, It is not for the 
diminution, but for the increase, of their hap- 
piness, that we would affectionately invite our 
dear friends, everywhere, unreservedly to 
submit all their pursuits, even those which 
may be intended as recreations, to the re- 
straints and holy government of the Lord’s 
Spirit. As this is the case, the various duties 
and enjoyments of the present life will be 
placed in their true relation to the life to come. 
And not only will the engagements of busi- 
ness be brought within their just limits, and 
the mind be thereby enabled to perform the 
duties and to bear the anxieties connected 
with them, with greater alacrity and firmness, 
in a simple confidence in the Lord, but the 
desires, the affections, the very tastes will be 
“ renewed,” (Eph. iv. 23.) The occupations 
of our leisure hours,—and with many of our 
dear Friends they make up a large amount in 
the sum of their responsibilities,—our associ- 
ations, our reading, our varied engagements 
of a social or more public nature will be bap- 
tized into the Christian spirit. 

Of the various means of allowable recrea- 
tion and mental improvement placed within 
our reach, few call for the exercise of greater 
circumspection than travelling, especially in 
foreign countries. In excursions, or in tarry- 
ing at watering-places, whether at home or 
abroad, the time may be wasted, and the mind 
insensibly drawn into habits and associations 
more or less undesirable or pernicious, It 
especially behoves the true disciple of Christ, 
—and who among us would not wish to bear 
that blessed name !—to be careful when thus 


it be the prayer of every one of us, “ Lord 


separated from his home associations, to main- 
tain a course of conduct in all things consist- 
ent with-his high profession. He is not war- 
ranted in lowering the Christian standard, by 
doing, amongst strangers, that which he would 
hesitate to do amongst his friends. Nor can 
he consistently countenance, by his presence or 
his conformity, either the superstitions or the 
follies which may preyail around him. And 
we would encourage our dear Friends whilst 
thus absent from home, and deprived of op- 
portunities of meeting with their. brethren on 
the first day of the week for the purpose of 
waiting upon the Lord, not to shrink from 
acting upon their own religious principles ; 
but, at stated times, whether alone or with 
their companions, to present themselves in re- 
verence of soul before Him. Let them never 
forget that His all-seeing eye is upon them, 
and that in whatever circumstances they may 
be, the worship that is in spirit and in truth, 
is his due, 

Whilst commending these things to the seri- 
ous consideration of all our dear Friends, our 
hearts have been turned in an especial man- 
ner, towards those upon whom the Lord has 
been pleased to bestow large gifts and oppor- 
tunities, We take comfort in believing that 
there are of this number who are sincerely 
endeavouring to be faithful in their steward-. 
ships. ‘To these we would offer the word of 
warm and affectionate encouragement. Con- 
tinue, beloved Friends, steadily to pursue the 
path of duty, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord. Abide in watchfulness unto 
prayer, and set the Lord always before you. 
May his glory be your only aim, and his 
peace your blessed reward. And for those 
who are not yet freely given upto honour the 
Lord with their substance, and with the first 
fruits of all their increase, very earnest have 
been our desires that this surrender may not 
be delayed. Consider, dear Friends, we en- 
treat you, how deep are. your obligations. 
Now is your time for serving the Lord upon 
earth. Now is the time for deciding your 
course for eternity. Be persuaded to take the 
yoke of Christ upon you. Learn of Him the 
lessons of true wisdom. Be willing to be con- 
fined within the restraints of his Holy Spirit, 
that, in due season, He may enlarge your 
hearts, and qualify you for those positions in 
the Church and in the world, which He may 
be pleased to assign to you, and in which you 
can best fulfil your duties both to God and 
man. We are afresh persuaded that it is only 
in humbleness of mind and in the fear of the 
Lord, that any can be effectually prepared to 
serve Him in their generation, And greatly 
do we long that none of our beloved younger 
Friends may allow their minds to be beguiled 
from the simplicity that is in Christ, or ima- 
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gine that they will have a greater scope, or a 
nobler opportunity for the right exercise of| how sweet is the accompanying assurance, 


their talents, in any path less narrow, or less 
mortifying to the natural heart, than that 
which the Lord Jesus himself walked in, and 
cast up for his followers. 

Among the many temptations which assail 
the human heart, is an inclination to depart 
from a simple, unadorned attire, which we 
believe to have been a conspicuous character- 
istic of sincere-hearted Christians in every age 
of the Church. We fear that this disposition 
is a symptom that the practical cross-bearing 
acknowledgment of allegiance to our Lord has 
not its due place in the heart; and we put it 
to our dear Friends, in middle as well as in 
earlier life, to consider whether its indulgence 
has not its root in the carnal mind, and whe- 
ther it has not a tendency to assimilate them 
to the world and its spirit. 

We have received accounts of distraints 
upon our members in connexion with our 
Christian testimony against all ecclesiastical 
demands. The total amount of property taken 
from Friends in Great Britain and Ireland 
during the past year, on account of these de- 
mands, as reported to this meeting, is, includ- 
ing the costs of distraint, upwards of eight 
thousand pounds, We continue to feel the 
value and importance of this testimony, and 
we believe that its faithful maintenance is in- 
timately connected with the upholding of the 
rights of conscience in matters of religion, 
and with the spread of sound views on the 
spirituality of the Gospel, and on Christian 
ministry and worship. 

It is an interesting feature in the history of 


this meeting, that from the very early days of 


our Society, an epistolary intercourse has 
been maintained with our brethren on the 
American continent. The receipt at this time 
of Epistles from each of the seven Yearly 
Meetings of Friends in the United States, and 
of one from our brethren in Ireland, has deep- 
ened our sense of the value of this outward 
bond of religious fellowship. We desire that 
this intercourse may never be interrupted. 

In times of commercial prosperity like the 
present, it behoves the Christian to be espe- 
cially careful not to allow his mind so to be 
allured by worldly pursuits, as in any way to 
interfere with his service to his Lord. With- 
out great and continued watchfulness, he may 
be gradually led on to that involvement in the 
spirit of the world, which may not only seri- 


ously interfere with the right employment of 


his talents, but may even endanger the inter- 
ests of his soul. And whilst we would thus 
offer the word of caution to those who may 
be exposed to the snares of prosperity, our 
sympathies have been awakened for others, 
who, in their endeavours to provide things 
honest in the sight of all men, are subject to 
the difficulties of competition; by which the 
profits of their concerns in trade, notwith- 
standing unremitting diligence, are often very 
seriously reduced. 


seals of wax, to documents written on leather 

















gether with the unmistakable marks of the 














We feel for our dear 
Friends under these harassing circumstances ; 
but we would entreat them, amidst all discour- 
agements, to pursue a course of strict integ- 
rity in the fear of the Lord, and to maintain 
an unfaltering trust in his providence and 





love, casting all their care upon Him: and 





The document itself has perished, but the 
proof of the alliance between the two kings 
remains, and is actually reproduced from the 
archive-chamber of the old Assyrian king. 
The illustration of Scripture history is com. 
plete, and the testimony in favour of the 
correct interpretation of the cuneiform charac- 
ter perfect. 

The guardians of our national museum may 
justly remember, with some gratitude and 
pride, that their country is indebted to the 
working-men of this world, to the practical 
minds of a progressive age, for all that we 
see, read and know, of ancient Nineveh, 
Rawlinson was a cadet in the East India 
Company’s service, and when he first traced 
the cuneiform inscriptions upon the Behistun 
rock he sent his tracings home, that they 
might, before publication, be submitted to the 
intelligent eye of—-whom? The professors 
of oriental literature in the great universities ? 
—Not at all! <A greater authority still was 
to be found in a ci-devant clerk of the East 
India house, London—a modest man of the 
name of Norris, of whom nobody knew any- 
thing, yet whose great knowledge actually 
enabled him to discover, though he had never 
seen the Behistun rock, that Rawlinson, who 
had been in constant communication with the 
monument, had not copied the puzzling in- 
scriptions with proper exactness, Rawlinson, 
at the instigation of the East India house 
clerk, compared his copy again with the ori- 
ginal, and found that Mr. Norris was right. 
To make the learning of these two self-taught 
men of any avail, it was necessary that a 
third should supply material for the exercise 
of their ingenuity and persevering skill. A 
lawyer's clerk came to their help. Austen 
Layard, if he ever studied oriental antiquities 
at all in his youth, must surely have pursued 
the knowledge under difficulties in the office 
of his uncle, a solicitor in the city of London. 

Shortly after Mr. Layard’s return to Mosul, 
in May, he floated down the river on a raft to 
Nimroud, ‘The workmen had been also very 
busy here in his absence. Standing one day 
on a distant part of the mound, Mr. Layard 
tells us that he smelt the sweet smell of burn- 
ing cedar. His Arab workmen had dug out 
a beam, and had made a fire of it to warm 
themselves, The inscriptions spoke of cedars 
brought from the forests of Lebanon to build 
the palace by the great king who had erected 
it. After 3000 years the precious wood had 
retained its original fragrance. 

When Mr. Layard published, in 1849, the 
account of his first Assyrian researches, the 
monuments recovered were comparatively 
scanty, and the inscriptions impressed upon 
them could not be deciphered. Now, a con- 
nected history can be traced in the sculptured 
remains, and the inscriptions may be followed 
with the same facility as the Greek or any 
other character. That they may be read 
with immense profit and instruction is evident 
from the startling facts which they have hith- 
erto revealed. Some of these facts we ven- 
ture briefly to place before the reader, We 
have previously hinted that the earliest king 
of whose reign we have any detailed account 
is the builder of the north-west palace at 


“‘ He careth for you.” (1 Pet. v. 7.) 

And now that we are about to separate, un- 
der a renewed feeling of Christian love and 
fellowship, we are humbled in the sense of 
the goodness of the Lord, whilst we have 
been together. We desire to bow in grateful 
acknowledgment of his unmerited favours. 
May we, beloved Friends, and may you, 
through the gracious help of His Spirit, be 
enabled to devote ourselves to the service of 
Christ with increased fidelity and love. 

Signed, in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Josrrx THorp, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 


From the London Times. 


Scripture Illustrated by Layard’s Discoveries. 
(Concluded from page 362.) 


If evidence were still wanting to prove the 
identity of the king who built Konyunjik with 
the Sennacherib of the Old Testament, it 
would be sufficient to call attention to one 
other most remarkable discovery that has 
been made in these mysterious mounds, In 
a passage in the south-west corner of the Ko- 
nyunjik palace, Mr. Layard stumbled upon a 
large number of pieces of fine clay, bearing 
the impressions of seals, which there can be 
no doubt had been affixed, like modern official 


or parchment. The writings themselves have 
of course, decayed, but, curiously enough, the 
holes for the string by which the seal was 
fastened are still visible ; and in some instances 
the ashes of the string itself may be seen, to- 


finger and thumb. Four of these seals are 
purely Egyptian. Two of them are impres- 
sions of a royal signet. ‘It is,” says Mr. 
Layard, “ one well-known to Egyptian scho- 
lars, as that of the second Sabaco, the 
Ethiopian, of the 25th dynasty. On the 
same piece of clay is impressed an Assy- 
rian seal, with a device representing a 
priest ministering before the king, probably 
a royal signet.” We entreat the reader’s 
attention to what follows. Sobaco reigned in 
Egypt at the end of the seventh century before 
Christ, the very time at which Sennacherib 
ascended the throne, 

“He is probably the So mentioned in the 
second book of Kings (xvii. 4) as having re- 
ceived ambassadors from Hoshea, king of 
Israel, who, by entering into a league with the 
Egyptians, called down the vengeance of 
Shalmaneser, whose tributary he was, which 
led to the first great captivity of the people of 
Samaria. Shalmaneser we know to have 
been an immediate predecessor of Sennache- 
rib, and Tirhakah, the Egyptian king, who 
was defeated by the Assyrians near Lachish, 
was the immediate successor of Sabaco II, It 
would seem that a peace having been conclud- 
ed between the Egyptians and one of the As- 
syrian monarchs, probably Sennacherib, the 
royal signets of the two kings, thus found 
together, were attached to the treaty, which 
was deposited among the archives of the king- 
dom.” 
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Nimroud, the most ancient edifice yet beheld | 
in Assyria, His records, however, furnish 
the names of five, if not seven, of his prede- 
cessors, some of whom, it is believed, founded 
palaces, afterward erected by their successors. 
The son of this king, it is certain, built the 
centre palace of Nimroud, and raised the obe- 
lisk, now in. the British Museum, upon which 
the principal events of his reign are inscribed. 
Upon that obelisk are names corresponding 
to names that are found in the Old Testament. 
The fortunate coincidence furnishes at once 
the means of fixing specific dates, and enables 
Mr. Layard to place the accession of the As- 
syrian monarch who built the oldest Nimroud 
palace, at the latter part of the tenth century 
before Christ. The builder of the palace of 
Khorsabad is proved to have been the Sargon 
mentioned by Isaiah. The ruins of his palace 
supply the most complete details of his reign ; 
and from the reign of Sargon a complete list 
has been obtained of all the kings down to the 
fall of the empire. ‘The son of Sargon was 
Sennacherib, who ascended the throne in the 
year 763 B.C. We know from the Bible 
that Sennacherib was succeeded by his son 
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Israel is mentioned in the Assyrian inscrip- 
tions, it is invariably stated to have.been un- 
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upon him, War, pestilence and famine, have 
been brought upon nations, as a punishment 


dertaken on the ground that they had not paid | for their crimes, ‘The Israelites were a chosen 


their customary tribute. 


people, who experienced many evidences of 


At every step sacred history is illustrated, | the power and goodness of God, extended to 
illuminated, and explained by the speaking | them, while they lived in obedience to his will. 


stones of Nineveh ; and in. this regard alone 
the Assyrian discoveries have a significance 
beyond any revelation that has been made in 
modern times, Even the architecture of the 
sacred people may be rendered visible to the 
eye by comparing it with that of the Assyrian 
structures ; and certainly not the least instruc- 
tive result of all Mr. Layard’s labours is the 
ingenious analogy drawn by Mr. Fergusson 
in his * Palaces of Nineveh and Persepolis 
Restored,” between the temple of Svlomon 
and the palace of the Assyrian king. 


————— 


American Madder,—‘ The experiments 
which have of late years been made with 
home-grown madder,” says the Lowell Jour- 
nal, “ have proved that, when properly treat- 
ed, American is equal to the Lest French 
madder. Like Turkey, Dutch or Alsace 


Esarhaddon, and we now ascertain from the| adders, the American requires the addition 


monuments, that one of the palaces at Nim- 
roud was the work of his reign. ‘The son of 
Esarhaddon built the south-east palace on the 
mound of Nimroud; and, although no part of | 
his history has been as yet recovered, there is | 
good reason for concluding him to have been | 
the Sardanapalus who, conquered (B. C, 606) 

by the Medes and Babylonians, under Cyax- 

ares, made one funeral pile of his palace, his 

wealth, and his wives. 

While it is certain that there is no mention | 
of Nineveh before the twellth century B. C., 
Mr, Layard is still of opinion that the city | 
and empire existed long before that period. | 
Egyptian remains found at Karnak refer to a | 
country called Assyria, and the enterprising | 
explorer is not without hope that further in- | 
vestigation will supply him with still more| 
ancient records than any he now possesses, | 
‘he monuments of Nineveh as far as they go, | 
corroborate all extant history in describing | 


| of a little chalk to produce the best effects. 


During the past winter, the Merrimack Com- 
pany have used, with great success, some 
madder grown in Montague, Franklin county, 
ass., and are now about to dye some calico 
with this Massachusetts madder, to be exhib- 
ited at the New York Crystal Palace. With- 
in a few days the Merrimack Company have 
received a small sample of madder grown in 
xeorgia, which proves to be an excellent arti- 
cle—quite equal to that of Massachusetts. 
e have been informed that there grows wild 
in Florida a plant, whose root, when eaten by 
hogs, colours their bones red. Such is the 
effect of madder. Doubtless this is an indi- 
genous species, whose cultivation would richly 
reward the planter, It is hoped that samples 
of this * Pinkroot,’ as it is termed in Florida, 
may be forwarded for trial in dyeing. It is 
very desirable to determine whether it is mad- 
er requiring the peculiar treatment of all 


the monarch as a thorough eastern despot,| adders, (except the Avignon,) to produce 
“unchecked by popular opinion, and having the fullest, fastest, and most brilliant colours. 


complete power over the lives and property 
of his subjects; rather adored as a god than 
feared as a man, and yet himself claiming 
that authority and general obedience in virtue 
of his reverence for the national deities and 
the national religion.” 
king, according to the inscriptions, extended 
to the central provinces of Asia Minor and 
Armenia northward ; to the western provinces 
of Persia eastward ; to the west as far as Lydia 
and Syria; and to the south to Babylonia and 
the northern part of Arabia. “ ‘The empire 
appears to have been at all times a kind of 
confederation formed by many tributary 
States, whose kings were so far independent 
that they were only bound to furnish troops 
to the supreme lord in time of war, and to pay 
him yearly a certain tribute.” ‘The Jewish 
tribes, it is now proved, held their dependent 
position upon the Assyrian king from a very 
early period ; and it is curious to observe that, 
wherever an expedition against the kings of 
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For ** The Friend.” 
Gratitude for all our Blessings. 


‘* He maketh his sun to rise on the evil 


The dominion of the | and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 


and on the unjust.”” What cause have we for 
gratitude and love to our heavenly Father, 
for the innumerable blessings which be con- 
fers upon us, temporal and spiritual! When 
we reflect upon the great amount of wicked- 
ness committed in this land, the constant in- 
crease of dreadful crimes perpetrated alinost 
with impunity, the religious, considerate mind 
is at times ready to wonder, that He whose 
power is unlimited, continues to favour us with 
the timely supplies of rain and heat, by which 
the fruits of the earth are brought forth io 
abundance for the use of rebellious man. Yet 
have we not reason to believe that there is a 
limit to which the iniquity of man may go, 
and when divine judgments will be poured out 


When they violated the Divine law, and were 
warned of their evil doings and the conse- 
quences, Ile who is slow to anger, and abun- 
dant in mercy, waited for them to repent and 
to amend their ways; but finally their stiff- 
neckedness and their sinful courses drew 
down Divine displeasure, and’ his judgments 
followed. Sometimes they were overrun by 
their enemies whom they had held in subjec- 
tion ; sometimes * the pestilence that walketh 
in darkness, and the destruction that wasteth 
at noonday,” was sent in upon them likea 
flood; and at others the earth withheld its 
wonted fruits, or the locust, the caterpillar, or 
the palmer worm destroyed them, 

Let us remember that the same Almighty 
Being rules in the kingdoms of men, and not 
only giveth them to whom he pleases, but he 
can overtura and disappoint all the power 
and purposes of vain man, and in the place of 
peace, prosperity, the luxury of wealth, he 
can turn all into confusion, send abroad his 
angel and lay thousands upon the bed of lan- 
guishing and death, bring a blight upon the 
labours of the husbandman, and arrest the 
schemes for earthly grandeur, and the indul- 
gence of men’s appetites. We have had yellow 
lever to remove thousands, and to spread con- 
sternation among the living; thecholera, though 
prevailing inacomparatively limited degree, hus 
suddenly consigned the strong and the healthy 
to the cold embrace of death ;—other diseases 
in various neighbourhoods have baffled the 
skill of physicians, and with seeming indiffer- 
ence snatched many vigorous and delightful 
companions from the arms of their friends and 


| connections ; and many of these in their tura 


have followed them to the world of spirits. 
Even where no general epidemic is prevailing 
and cutting down hundreds, death is constant- 
ly making his selections, and translating them 
to the bar of Divine justice and awful retribu- 
tion. The man of business who seems to 
possess no time for the work of salvation, nor 
any desire to engage ia the cause of religion, 
then finds that no plea of inconvenience, dis- 
inclination, or the want of spare time, will 
defer the fearful summons, But lew compar- 
ed with the great mass are permitted to reach 
old age, and if long life has been wasted in 
apathy, or in direct defiance of the law of 
God, and the many obligations we owe to 
him, the great waste of time and disregard of 
the multiplied offers of Grace, must add to 
their condemnation, and the hopelessness of 
mercy in the end, 

How negligent, or forgetful is man, of the 
indispensible duties of reverence and obedi- 
ence to his Maker, of constant watchfulness 
and prayer, and working out his salvation in 
holy fear before him, while his thoughts, time 
and energies, are devoted to laying up trea- 
sure on earth. ‘ And one of the company 
said unto him, Master, speak to my brother 
that he divide the inheritance with me.” This 
is a subject not easily forgotten, or neglected. 
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*“ And he said unto him, 
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Man, who made me | suffering of unconditional bondage. As the] righteousness, which, verily, is not the right. 


a judge or a divider over you?’ Of how | white man becomes enlightened, and his heart | eousness of God, but of man’s own conceiv- 
softened by the gentle Spirit of the Redeemer, | ings and falsehood—that which would destroy 


little importance does this show, that our Lord 
considered their earthly inheritances. His 


the day of freedom of the slave draws on ; and 


\the flock of the Lord, though under an appear- 


work was to do the will of Him that sent him | there are now reasons to believe that in some|ance of love and heavenly-mindedness, built 


in saving souls, not their temporal posses- 
sions. ‘And he said unto him, leware of 
covetousness; for a man’s life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he possess- 
eth.” All his possessions cannot preserve his 
natural life when the sentence goes forth, 
“ Time to thee shall be no longer ;” nor can | 
they procure for him, “ the answer of a good | 
conscience before God”—a “ well done good 
and faithful servant.” 

In reference to the application to act as| 
divider of the inheritance, our Lord spake | 
this parable unto them, saying, “ The ground 
of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully ; 
and he thought within himself saying, What 
shall 1 do, because I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits? And he said this will J 
do; I will pull down my barns and build| 
greater, and there will I bestow all my fruits 
and my goods.” He was preparing for great 
enjoyment from the increase of his farms: 





“1 will say to my soul, Soul thou hast much | 
goods laid up for many years; take thine| 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God 
said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul | 
shall be required of thee; then whose shall 
those things be which thou hast provided?) 





So is he that layeth up treasure for himself| 
and is not rich towards God.” What an un- 
expected reverse to all his plans and anticipa- 
tions of delight. It is the vivid picture of 
every day’s events in some part of the hu-| 
man family; and how little do we lay it to! 
heart! He who knows what heaven is, and 
the unspeakable value of an inheritance there, 
gave the explicit command, “ Lay up for 
yourselves treasure in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor thief break 
through and steal ; for where your treasure is 
there will your heart be also.” “ Seek first 
the kingdom of God and the righteous- 
ness thereof, and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” But thousands who have| 
access to the Holy Scriptures, and profess | 
them to be the truths of Divine revelation, 
act as if they thought our Saviour must have | 
been mistaken, 

If there is any country on this earth, whose 
inhabitants are peculiarly bound to feel, and 
to show gratitude to the Giver of every good | 
and periect gift, we believe it is within these 





parts of the South, changes are in progress 
favourable to the rights of the coloured man. 
‘The many obligations we owe to a beneficent 
Providence for his favours, should unite all 
classes to use every proper means to persuade 
the southern man to show his regard to the 
Divine law, in doing justly and loving mercy, 
by breaking every yoke, and letting the op- 
pressed go free. His happiness and highest 
interest would be promoted by it ; and it would 
tend to draw down the continued mercy and 
blessing of the sovereign Ruler of the universe 
on our favoured country. 


— 
Selected. 
FOR THE MILLION. 
God of the mountain, God of the storm, 
God of the flowers, God of the worm ! 


Hear us and bless us, 
Forgive us, redress us, 


| Breathe on our spirits Thy love and thy healing; 


Teach us content with Thy fatherly dealing, 
Teach us to love Thee, 
To love one another, brother his brother, 
And make us all free— 
Free from the shackles of ancient Tradition, 
And show us ’tis manly, ’tis Godlike to labour! 


God of the darkness, God of the sun, 

God of the beautiful, God of each one— 
Clothe us and feed us, 
Illume us and lead us; 

Show us that avarice holds us in thrall— 

That the land is all Thine and Thou givest to all; 
Scatter our blindness, 

Help us to do right all the day and the night— 
To love mercy and kindness ; 

Aid us to conquer mistakes of the past ; 

Show us our future to cheer us and arm us, 

The upper, the better, the mansions Thou hast, 

And God of the grave, that the grave cannot harm 
us, 





EPISTLE. 


An Epistle of Love and Caution to the tender- 
hearted everywhere. 


“For many shall come in my name, saying, I am 
Christ, and shall deceive many.”—Mart. xxiv. 5. 


My Beloved Friends, Brethren and Sisters,— 
You who are dear and precious to me in 


ithe everlasting covenant of Life and Light, 


my spirit craves that you may, at this event- 
ful period of time, turn your hearts and minds 


United States, ‘The enjoyment of peace and} unto the Shepherd of His Flock, inward! in- 


prosperity, and—excepting the poor slaves— 
of all the rights and liberties pertaining to the 
condition the great Creator designed for us, 
are secured to the upright, and law-obeying 
citizen in this land. We mourn over the un- 
righteously-treated coloured man, and over 
his oppressor, and steadily entertain the belief, 
that the shackles of both are gradually loos- 
ening, and that He who is wonderful in work- 
ing, 18 preparing the way for the eye of the 
slaveholder to be opened, to see that his inter- 
est in every respect will be enhanced, by rid- 
ding himself of the crime and the fearful 
responsibility of holding rational beings, hav- 


ward! where Christ is, and will dwell, if so 
be ye are followers of Him in faith and love, 
holding fast the profession of your faith with. 
out wavering—lor this, my friends, we are 
all exhorted to do, nothing doubting, and He 
who has been and is your Alpha, will also be, 
as you live unto Him, yourOmega, But, my 
friends, wherever you are scattered on the 
Lord’s earth, never was there more need for 
a closer walk with the God of our fathers 
than at the present time, when, indeed, the 
enemy of our souls is lurking about us, as it 
were, in secret places, endeavouring to lay 
waste God’s heritage through his messengers, 


ing immortal souls, in the degradation and! yea, under that insidious disguise of pretended 


up in self wisdom, nourishing their own 
hearts, and the hearts of those they can cap. 
tivate, with the bread of deceit and violence, 
which is not of or from the Lord, but coming 
out of and from the sparks of their own kind- 
ling. 

Beware, then, I beseech you, of such, who 
are puffed up, and the disturbers of God's 
peace, ‘Peace | leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give 
[ unto you.” My friends, there is a false 
peace and a false rest; there are itching ears 
also, and not a few ready to feed them, even 
from the conceivings of their own fertile brain. 
Let us beware of such, and only receive that 
into our hearts which will bear the fire, prov- 
ing all things, and holding fast that which is 
good; not taken up in our own minds with 
the many words and high-famed eloquence, 
when it is only the fruits of the natural patt 
in man, and very captivating to the outward 
ear: but hearken, hearken awhile! and let 
us remember for our instruction, that, to 
“hearken to the voice of the Lord,” inwardly 
manifested, is better than all “whole burnt 
offerings and sacrifices” —those offerings which 
are burned upon the altar of man’s judgment 
and natural understanding, and sacrifices to 
the god of worldly wisdom and eloquence. 

How, then, may some tender mind say, are 
we to know what is of the Lord, and what is 
not, whilst under such disguise? words of 
truth! which, verily, are words of truth, but 
not dictated as thou believest, by the Spirit of 
Truth in such. Wait, oh! tender soul, wait 
upon Him who will, in his own time, show 
thee ; feel after him, and thou shalt discern 
whether there is that in the earthern vessel, 
which will bear witness with thy spirit, testi- 
fying that such a one is the chosen of the 
Lord, for His own work and service; and if 
the savour is not there, if the unction does not 
appear to the witness for God in thee, be not 
thou hasty to form a judgment; yea, form 
none of thy own; make not unto thyself, unto 
thy own mind, a god of this or that, though 
the truth may be spoken, for the enemy of 
man can, and does, transform himself (em- 
|boldened in this our day from the multitude 
of his votaries) into an angel of light. Be 
thou, then, very watchful, and take not up 
with anything, howsoever good it may appear, 
which has not upon it the impress and seal of 
the Holy One; and in time thou wilt see, yea, 
the Lord will give thee to see, that which 
serves and honours Him, and that which 
serves and honours Him not :—and fear thou 
none of those things which thou mayest be 
told shall come upon thee, because thou canst 
not go with the multitude in this way or that 
way, but cleave thou closely unto thy Spiritual 
Guide, remembering the language of our dear 
Redeemer when on earth, to a beloved disci- 
ple, who asked, ** And what shall this man 
do?” The answer was—‘ What is that to 
thee? follow thou me!” 


The day was to come when “ grievous 
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wolves” would come into the fold; the more, | 
then, it behoves us to look and see, to watch 
continually, and acknowledge nothing that 
the Spirit doth not acknowledge, though the 
Lamb’s coat may be put thereon ; for verily 
in due time shall be seen by the sheep, in the 
Light of the Lord, that which serveth Him, 
and that which serveth Him not. Oh! the 
great danger there is in looking unto men or 
man’s judgment, though clothed with the spirit 
of love and zeal; for be assured my friends, 
this is not the true love of the Spirit—there is 
a false love and a true love, a false unity and 
a true unity—that which bindeth up and can 
heal in the true love, and that which can 
cover with a plaister under the cover of love, 
and yet doth not heal in the true love, or the 
love which is of and from the Spirit of Love ; 
inasmuch as there is one love of the world, 
and another love of the Father—the one pro- 
ceeding from the world and owned by the 
world, and the other proceeding from the Fa- 
ther and owned by the Father. Let us beware 
of * the foxes that spoil the vines.” 

And this is worthy of our consideration— 
[See Shewen's Meditations, pages 27 and 28] : 
—* We are now come to the true and living 
way, the ancient path, in which the righteous 
in all ages ever walked. Now this remains, 
that we always feel our hearts engaged to 
walk in this way, and to keep sensible of that 
power which saveth from evil, that we may 
adorn our profession; for if any that profess 
this everlasting way enter into temptation, or 
commit evil, they do not adorn their profes- 
sion, but are a scandal to it, and lay a stumb- 
ling-block in the way of others, who are 
where we were when wandering in desolate 
places, and travelling in the desert howling 
wilderness. ‘The day of such will be turned 
into darkness, and the curse due to him that} 
lays a stumbling-block in the way of the blind 
and that leadeth him out of his way, will fall 
upon them, Therefore it concerns all to be 
watchful, and persevere in that which is good, | 
to be as lights of the world, and as the salt of 
the earth indeed, that we may never leave 
shining nor lose our savour. Whatsoever | 
was written aforetime was written for our 
learning, and it is profitable to meditate and | 
consider that many in former ages had much 
experience of the power and presence of the 
Lord, saw many of his wondrous works, and 
travelled through the Red Sea and wilderness | 
to the borders of the promised land; yet, 
through murmuring and disobedience entered 
not therein, nor did enjoy the end of the Lord 
in bringing them out of Egypt’s land; and 
many may in this age fall short, as they did, 
if we walk not close with the Lord, and learn, 
by what is written, to take warning, lest by 
disobedience and unbelief we fall short of re- 
ceiving the great recompense of reward,” 

In conclusion, my friends, | would say, in 
humility of soul before the Lord—Beware of 
the leaven, the outward leaven, which would 
leaven into its own likeness. Let the inward 
leaven, the precious leaven of the Kingdom, 


be your mainstay and support. Farewell in 
the Lord, 





J. G. 8. 


Treland, 2d of Sixth mo., 1853. 


For ‘“The Friend.” 


| The Ministry, and New Regolations of some of 


the Yearly Mectings. 


The subject of the ministry, and the new| am strong.” 





Such know not the language of the apostle, 
when he says, “ I glory in necessities, in tribu- 
lations, and distresses, that the power of Christ 
may rest on me; for when | am weak then [ 
As these seasons were permitted 


regulations of some of the Yearly Meetings, | for the trial of his faith, then. the Lord did 
rendering it the duty of Monthly, Quarterly, | eminently appear on his behalf; and it is with 
and Yearly Meetings, to raise funds for the} such measure as we meet that it shall be 


support of the certificated ministers travelling, 


whose circumstances may require it, has for ingly shall also reap sparingly. 


measured to us again ; ** He that soweth spar- 
Alas! what 


some time lain as a burden upon my mind, | | a love of ease, what a love of wealth, the de- 
as I consider it a departure from ancient} sire after earthly things, instead of all things 
usage, and that this same usage was under | for God, for Christ, for the Trath’s sake; and 


the immediate direction of the Spirit of Truth. 


instead of virtue, truth and righteousness, 


The ministry by George Fox and others of| making distinctions,—the man of earthly 
our early Friends, being | from the divine and! substance, the man of vain ostentatious show ; 
inward motions of the Spirit of ‘Truth, they | these things ought not so to be, 


went forth without any expectation from man, 


S.C. 


with a perfect reliance on him who called and | Canada West, Sixth month, 1853. 
separated them to the work, and “ rejoiced | 


that they were counted worthy to suffer for 
his sake,” and could testify that the Lord 
opened a way for them, and “ that they lack- 
ed nothing ;” and it was against a paid minis- 
try in any shape, as well as a ministry in 
man’s will, that their testimony was borne. 
They were anxious to keep the ministry with- 


they gave; nevertheless they were free to 
receive the kind entertainment of such as re- 
ceived them in the name of the Lord. 
how this procedure honoured Him who thus 
put them forth,—and how it is in unity with 
the recommendations of the apostle John to 
the beloved Gaius, that he did well in receiv- 
ing such and helping them “ forward alter a 
godly sort, who for His name’s sake went 
forth taking nothing of the Gentiles.” Paul 
also exhorts that the church receive Phabe 
their sister, and to help her in whatsoever she 





i that know not God, 





For ‘** The Friend.” 


FRIENDS IN WALES. 


(Continued from page 356.) 


The sufferings of FrienJs at Welchpool 
still increasing, they drew up an address, * ‘l'o 


| the justices and magistrates of this county of 
out charge; freely they received, and {reely | 


Montgomery,” which was sent to them at the 


| Quarter Sessions, held at Montgomery, Elev- 


;enth month 
Oh!) 


Sth, 1662. ‘The paper is as 
follows, viz.: 

“ Forasmuch as it is not unknown to you, 
that we, who by the scorners of this world, 
are called Quakers, are 
detained and kept close prisoners, only fur the 


testimony of a good conscience towards God 


;and man, our friends not being suffered to 


might need, alleging, that she had been “ a’ 


, | Succourer of many and of himself also.” 


as, that ‘he was sorry to entail so heavy 
expense on his friends,’ Such sentences are 
calculated to induce others to follow in the 


same track, viz., to be burdensome, and par-' 


ticularly so when Yearly Meetings eujoin or 
recommend it, Not that | fear for true and 
faithful ministers; these now as well as for. 


sacritice too great for the work’s sake. I ve- 


visit us, though drunkards, liars, thieves ancl 
robbers, are not debarred of their friends’ ad- 
mittance to them. ‘This unheard-of cruelty, 
were enough itself to establish us in our ways, 


‘ : 'if they were never so erroneous, as you say. 
‘The writer has been pained in reading the’ 


‘journal of a Friend, to tind such expressions 


This we are persuaded in our hearts, that 
never did Christ, nor any of his apostles, use 
this, or any other way of cruelty, or persecu- 
tion, to cunvince any of their errors, but con- 
trariwise, by sound doctrine, and good con- 
versation, and ‘doing unto others, as they 
would they should do unto them;’ for that 


/was the rule that Christ left to true Chris- 
| tians, 
merly, will cheerfully go forth, and count no) 


e . . . | 
rily believe that a new era is before us, when 
young men and women, under the Divine} 


anointing, shall be willing to spend and to be 


spent in the service of Him whom they love| December [‘l'enth mouth], 1662, wherein he 


above all. May the Lord of the harvest send 
forth labourers into his harvest! ‘The Divine 
life in these will reach to the spirits in prison, 
the witness for God will be raised; and then 
there will be no need of enjoining upon meet- 
ings to help those they send out. For as 
formerly such will be the love of those visited 
souls, that the extraordinay language of the 
apostle Paul, when writing to the Galations, 
will apply, ** For | testify that if it had been 
possible ye would have plucked out your own 
eyes, and given them tome.” Oh! the death, 
the ministry of death, how dry, how unfruit- 
ful! These like the hireling priests of every 
name, are always crying give, give, give. 


** Now consider, in the soberness of your 
hearts and spirits, that if you were in our 
condition, would you not desire your enlarye- 
ment? And seeing it is the king's clemency, 
in a declaration bearing date, the 26th day of 


says, he is glad to lay hold on this occasion, 
to re-establish and renew unto all his subjects 
concerned in these promises, indulgence of a 
true tenderness of conscience. This assurance 
and confirmation of his promise made at 
Breda, upon the word of a king, viz.:—* We 
do declare all liberty to tender consciences, 
and that no man shall be disquieted, or called 
in question for differences of opinions in mat- 
ters of religion.” And moreover he saith, in 
the same declaration, as for what concerns 
the penalties upon those, * who living peace- 
ably, do not conform through scruple and 
tenderness of misguided consciences, but mo- 
destly, without scandal, perform their devotions 
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in their own way,’ we understand that it is 
his fatherly care, to publish this his declara- 
tion, to stop and prevent all other acting, 
according to former acts made against liberty 
of tender consciences. And we hope that you} 
will be as fayourable to us, your neighbours, 
seeing power is committed to your hands, as 
the king, being chief magistrate, is unto his 
subjects, These things have we seen fit and 
convenient to lay before you, that you may 
understand we are not ignorant of the king’s 
clemency toward us, And we, whose names 
are underwritten, do wait the fulfilling and 
performance of this other word more of a king, 
by you who profess yourselves to be his obe- 
dient and Joyal subjects; notwithstanding all 
which former words and promises of the king, 
the supreme magistrate, we have been perse- 
cuted more by you, his inferior magistrates in 
this county, than in many other counties. 
And further, that you may be left without ex- 
cuse for that, if you do persecute us, it is 
without any cause from us, or any order from 
the supreme magistrate, the king of England, 
If you do justice herein, the Lord will bless 
you ; if not, sin lieth at your door, 

“These from your friends, that desire the 
good and welfare of your souls and bodies, 
that have received the spirit of meekness, that 
can pray for them that persecute us, who in 
patience and long-suffering, are content to} 
submit to the will of God, who renders to 
every man according to the deeds done in the 
flesh. 

Hompurey Witson, Wiitram Lewis, 

Ricuarp Davies, Saran WILson, 

Epwarp Evans, Marearet Lewis, 

Cuares Lioyp, Caruarine Evans, | 

Hueu Davin, Anne LAwRENCE.” 

Edward Evans being an infirm man, was | 
unable to bear the dampness of the room in 
which the prisoners were confined, and he 
soon grew sick and died. The Friends of the | 
place applied to the jailer for the body in order 
to bury it, but he refused to give it to them) 
unless they would pay the expense of a coro-| 
ner’s inquest, which might exonerate him from 
having by his cruelty any hand in the death, | 
The relations of the deceased at last obtained | 
liberty to bury him, and a grave was made on 
a hill behind the steeple-house in Welchpool. 
Whilst digging, it was found that a previous | 





grave had been made there, and the bones of | 
an old judge were turned up. ‘The place of 
his burial was long afterwards known as the 
Judge’s Hill. Friends at that time had no 
burial-place of their own, but they were not 
long without one. 

During the year 1662, Friends in other 
parts of Wales were not without their share | 
of sufferings. James Picton, of Carmarthen, 
because he could not take the oath of allegi- 
ance, was confined in Carmarthen castle for | 
four months, and was then sent to the gaol at 
Haverlord-west, where he was a prisoner 
many years, In the Sixth month five women 
were committed to close confinement at Hav- 
erford-west, for refusing to take the oath of 
allegiance. In the Seventh month, two men 
and three women were arrested in the streets 
of Haverford-west, because they were on their 
way to their meeting, and committed to prison. 








children, who was imprisoned at Usk, for a! 
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Others for no greater crime, were imprisoned true and false professors of religion, from 


in Montgomery and hardly used, being oblig-| their appearance we may not be able to dis- 


ed to lay upon bare boards, and at times 
having water withheld from them. In the 
Ninth month a company of soldiers came to 
Friends’ meeting at Shrewsbury, and griev- 
ously abused those assembled, beating them 
with clubs, the captain himself setting the ex- 
ample. The soldiers then went to the dwell- 
ing-houses of the Friends, searching them, 
and whilst so doing, beating and abusing the 
servants. 

Many distraints were made on the goods of 
Friends, and their oxen, cows, horses, and 
other agricultural products taken for tythes 
and fines for not swearing. Owen Lewis had 
a cow taken from him for tythe, which cow 
was worth about double the amount claimed ; 
and he was afterwards excommunicated for 
refusing to pay twopence tythe on cheese. A 
demand was made of James Miles for a lamb 
as tythe for his sheep, and that not being 
given, a horse was taken instead. The same 
Friend having but one goose, had that seized 
under pretence of its being taken as a tythe 
of his geese. It is needless to record all the 
instances of great sufferings, and gross impo- 
sition which Friends endured this year; but 
we may mention the case of Philip Williams, 
of Monmouthshire, a man with five motherless | 


tythe of very small amount. He was confined 
on this demand for several years. 

Towards the latter part of the year, Richard 
Davies went to Penllyn near Bala, in Merio- 
nethshire, to visit Friends, and also some 
others there who were yet among the profes- 
sors, but were a tender people. He was| 
gladly received, and through the efficacy of 
the word given him to preach among them, 
and the blessing attending it, a meeting was| 
established, Atter his return he says, “| 
went to the house of Owen Lewis, at T'yddy- | 
ney Garey, near Dongelle, in Merionethshire, | 
aman that had been in commission of the | 
peace in Oliver’s days, and was newly come) 
from prison from Bala, who received me| 
kindly; he was first convinced by Thomas | 





tinguish between them; but let Christ come 

among them, and all His sincere followers 

will be attracted towards Him, as the steel is 

drawn to the magnet, while those who have 

none of His Spirit will remain at a distance,” 
—"— 


For“ The Friend.” 


PITCAIRN’S ISLAND. 


(Continued from page 367.) 


1849. Number of births this year, 10; 
deaths 1; marriages 1. Inhabitants—males 
76, females 79, This year is unprecedented 
in the annals of Pitcairn’s Island. We have 
been visited by two British men-of-war, the 
Pandora and the Daphne, The commanders 
of these ships, and their officers, treated the 
inhabitants with the greatest kinduess, and 
were pleased to express their entire approval 
of all they saw and heard. The Daphne 
brought us a bull and cow, and some rabbits, 
with a variety of other articles. ‘The cattle 
and the rabbits produced a great sensation, 
Arrivals, nine English and seven American 
merchantmen. ‘The inhabitants with scarcely 
one exception, have suffered from sickness 
very severely during the months of August, 
September, and October, ‘The school was 
discontinued, the children being too sick to 
attend, Some of the cases were quite alarm- 
ing, and the disease in general was more 
severe, but considerably modified from that of 
former years. At the close of the year, the 
inhabitants are enjoying much better health, 
May the recent affliction teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom ! 

1850, Jan’y 23d. This day was observed 
as the anniversary of the sctilement of this 
colony, sixty years since, One survivor of 
that strange event and sanguinary result wit- 
nessed its celebration. 

With this date closes the copy of the Pit- 
cairn’s Island register, the extracts from 
which will, we are sure, gratify the reader, 

The year 1852 was still more memorable 


Briggs. From thence I went to Robert! than 1849, in the annals of Pitcairn, Admi- 
Owen’s, of Dolycere, near Dolgelle, who had | ral Moresby, the British commander in chief 
also been a justice of peace, and a commander ‘in the Pacitic, visited the island in the summer 


‘in Oliver’s time. He received me and my | of that year. ‘The following letter toa friend 


testimony; as did also Owen Humphrey, of describes the impressions produced by his 
Liwyngwril, near the seaside in the same | Visit. 
county, who was a justice of the peace in 

Oliver's days, and his father, and his brothers,| ‘Of all the eventful periods which have 
Samuel and John Humphrey. ‘These, with | checkered my life, none have surpassed in 
many more there, received the Truth in the) interest, and, [ trust, in hope of future good, 
love of it, and continued faithful, serviceable | the last—our visit to Pitcairn; and surely the 
men in their country, kept meetings in their | hand of God has been in all this, for by 
houses, and many were gathered to the Lord | chances the most unexpected, and by favour- 
among the rocks and mountains in those|able winds out of the usual course of the 
parts,” Trades, we were carried in eleven days to 
Pitcairn’s from Borobora. It is impossible to 
describe the charm that the society of the 
islanders throws around them under the pro- 
vidence of God. ‘The hour and the occasion 


“The Portland, At sea, Aug. 1852. 


(To be continued.) 
eaten 
‘« Suppose,” says Payson, * you wished to 
separate a quantity of brass and steel filings, 


mixed together in one vessel ; how would you 
effect this separation? Apply a loadstone, 
and immediately every particle of iron will 
attach itself to it, while the brass filings re- 


served, and I have brought away their pastor 
and teacher for the purpose of sending him to 
England to be ordained, and one of his daugh- 
ters, who will be placed at the English cler- 


main behind. Thus if we see a company of!gyman’s at Valparaiso, until her father’s 
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return, The islanders depend principally for 
their necessary supplies on the whaling ships ; 
—they are generally American. Greatly to 
their credit, they behave in the most exempla- 
ry manner, very different from what | expect- 
ed. One rough seaman, whom I spoke to in 
praise of such conduct, said, ‘ Sir, | expect if 
one of our fellows was to misbehave himself 
here, we should not leave him alive.’ They 
are guiltless and unsophisticated beyond con- 
ception. But the time had arrived when pre- 
paration for partial removal was necessary, 
and especially for the ordination of their pas- 
tor, or the appointment of a clergyman of the 
Established Church, They are thoroughly 
versed in Bible history, which has hitherto 
kept them from listening to the advances of 
some overheated imaginations, I stayed four 
days upon that speck in the ocean, but rising 
like a paradise from its bosom. I believe 
there was scarce a dry eye in the ship when 
the islanders took their leave. We ran within 
hail of the settlement, hoisted the royal stand- 
ard, fired a salute, and cheered them.” 

The extracts which follow are taken from 
the article in Blackwood’s Magazine. 

“ The islanders could only be induced, with 
extreme difficulty, to part with their pastor 
for a while, when it came to the point, ardent- 
ly as they had desired that he should be in- 
vested with the character of a clergyman of 
the church of England. On the admiral’s 
promising, however, to leave his own chaplain 
at the island till their pastor’s return, they 
allowed him to go. Listen to the testimony 
of the admiral’s chaplin as to the people 
among whom he had been placed for a while. 

“ * September 5th, 1852. 


which neither the magistrate nor he and the 
two councillors can settle, a jury of seven is 
called to decide it; and if it be so surpassing 
knotty as to defy the efforts of the seven 
sages, it stands over till the arrival of a Brit- 
ish man of-war, against whose decision there 
is no appeal—a fact not very pleasing to the 
gentlemen of the long robe practising in the 
privy council, to whom, doubtless, a crumb 
from Pitcairn would in these times be far from 
unacceptable. During the interval—that is, 
till the arrival of the Naval Court of Appeal— 
‘the matter drops, and no ill feeling remains ; 
for it is a principle with them not Zo /et the sun 
go down upon their wrath,’ Happy Pitcairn- 
ers! would your borders was enlarged, and 
one could come and cast in one’s lot with 
you! 

“The powers of the magistrate are pretty 
fairly defined, but of a very simple nature, 
So are the public laws, the principal of which 
are as follows:—As to landmarks, the first 
duty of the new magistrate, and that on the 
day of his election, is, with a competent num- 
ber of the heads of houses, ‘ to visit all land- 
marks on the island, and replace those that 
are lost.’ As to spirits or intoxicating liquors 
of any kind, their purchase from ships is pe- 
remptorily forbidden, except under a very 
Strict condition—i. e., for medicinal purposes 
alone. No female is to go on board any 
foreign vessel of any description, without the 
magistrate’s permission, who must either ac- 
company her on board, or appoint four men 
todo so. In the matter of ‘The Public An- 
vil,’ &c., the law is as follows: ‘ Any person 
taking the public anvil and public sledge- 
hammer from the blacksmith’s shop, is to take 


“«¢ The accounts of the virtue and piety of| it back after he has done with it; and in case 


these people are by no means exaggerated. | 
have no doubt they are the most religious and 
virtuous community in the world; and during 
the months I have been here, I have seen no- 
thing approaching a quarrel, but perfect peace 
and good-will among all.’ He also found 
Pitcairn, as did his admiral, a ‘ paradise !’ ” 
“The number of persons now living on 
this little island is one hundred and seventy— 
viz., eighty-eight males and eighty-two fe- 
males, hen the nine mutineers established 
themselves there, they divided the island into 
as many parts, which are now subdivided into 
twenty-two, that being the number of families. 
Misunderstandings now and then arise on the 
subject of boundaries, as was the case in pa- 
triarchal times; but those misunderstandings 
engender no animosity, and are soon settled 
by the chief magistrate and the two council- 
lors; for, as we have seen, such august func- 
tionaries have for several years exisied in this 
little community. The chief magistrate is 
elected on the first day of the new year by a 
general vote of all males and females eighteen 
years old ; but if any of either sex be married 
under that age, they are entitled to the suf- 
frage. On the same day the two councillors 
are chosen, one by the magistrate, the other 
by the people. The present chief magistrate 
is a son-in-law of Mr. Nobbs, His office is 
rather shunned than coveted; and sometimes 
exemption is purchased by killing a hog for 
the public good, Should any dispute arise 








either should get lost through neglect to do 
so, the loser is to get another, and pay a fine 
of four shillings.’ And as to money, its equi- 
valents are these :— 


One barrel of yams, - : : 8s. Od. 
- ‘* sweet potatoes, - 8 0 
“ * Irish ditto, - - 12 0 

Three good bunches of plantains, 4 0 


One day’slabour, - -+- - 2 0 


A shilling or its equivalent as above, is to be 
paid for each child per month, between the 
ages of six and sixteen years; if Mr. Nobbs’ 
assistant attend instead of Mr, Nobbs, the for- 
mer receives the salary; and be it observed, 
that as Mr. Nobbs is godfather to many of the 
children, all of them he instructs gratuitously, 
In respect of Cats—if ours knew the store set 
by them in Pitcairn, few ships bound for the 
Pacific would quit our ports without more on 
board than had been bargained for, or the 
captain was aware of! Thus stands the law: 
‘It a Car be killed without being posttively 
detected in killing fowls, however strong the 
suspicion may be, the person killing such cat 
is obliged, as a penalty, to destroy THREE 
HUNDRED Rats! whose tails must be submit- 
ted for the inspection of the magistrate, by 
way of proof that the penalty has been paid.’ 
The stringency of this law is referable to the 
great number of rats in the island, which do 
much damage to the sugar-canes, Fow.s 
are toe-marked ; and if one be discovered de- 





stroying yams or potatoes, the owner of the 
plantation may shoot the fowl, and retain it 
for his own use; and may also demand of 
the owner of such fowl the amount of powder 
and shot so expended, as well as the fowl. 
As for a Pie, if he get loose and commit de- 
predation, his case may be submitted to the 
magistrate ; taken from him-to a jury of seven ; 
and finally to the captain of the next man-of- 
war coming to the island! 

‘“‘In features, dress, manners, and appear- 
ance, the Pitcairners seem to resemble the 
inhabitants of one of the better order of our 
own villages ; but some are rather darker than 
Europeans, partaking of their half Otaheitan 
descent. As for dress, the men wear short 
trousers, coming down to within two or three 
inches of the knee, a shirt, and a cap or hat; 
shoes and stockings being reserved for Sun- 
days. They are, however, badly off for 
clothes, depending on the precarious supply 
afforded by ships touching at the island. The 
women wear a petticoat, from the waist down- 
wards; and over that a loose gown, with a 
handkerchief sometimes thrown over their 
shoulders, A wreath of small white fragrant 
flowers, with others of a bright red, is often 
worn round the head ; the hair being worn in 
bands, and twisted in a very becoming man- 
ner into a knot behind. ‘ Though,’ says Cap- 
tain Piper, of H. M.S. Tugus, ‘they have 
had the instruction of only their Otaheitan 
mothers, our dressmakers in London would 
be delighted with the simplicity, and yet ele- 
gant taste, of these untaught females.’ As 
we have seen that these young creatures are 
finely formed and handsome, their appearance 
must be both engaging and picturesque.” 


(Conclusion next week.) 





How to get the Blessing.—God has closely 
connected the means with the end, as he has 
also the precept with the promise ; but still a 
certain state of heart is needed to attain the 
blessing. ‘The understanding may be well 
furnished with gospel truth, and yet the heart 
remain destitute of gospel grace. We ought, 
and it is our privilege, and should be our de- 
sire, to lay out our time and talent, however 
small, for Christ, and the good of souls ; but 
in doing this, we must look well to the spring, 
the motive, the principle of action. ‘This can- 
not be too deeply or too frequently impressed 
upon the mind. All must flow from faith in 
the Saviour. All must be the genuine expres- 
sion of ardent love to him, All must be di- 
rected simply to his glory. Self must be 
annihilated. Pride must be crucified. The 
praise of men must be disregarded; and 
Christ, Christ alone must be seated on the 
throne of the affections. Then will a cup of 
cold water in his name be accepted. Then 
will the widow’s mite be esteemed precious, 
Then will the smallest effurt done in faith to 
glorify Christ among men, be well pleasing 
unto God.—Ch, Meditations, 





The Artesian Well at Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, is 550 feet deep, and the auger is still 
grinding in a rock—it now runs five gallons 
per minute, 
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the service may not be impeded, or the indi- 
vidual improperly burdened, for want of re- 
quisite means to defray the expenses of such 
a journey: and where the concern extends 
beyond the limits of this Yearly Meeting, the 

The article from Ohio, “The Balm of|like care should weightily rest upon, and be 
Gilead,” and the Account of the Weather, |attended to, by the Quarterly Meeting to 
from West-town, are received, and shall be| Which the Friend belongs, Where any Friend 
inserted next week. is drawn to make a religious visit beyond sea, 
and the concern is united with in the respec- 
live meetings, according to the mode prescrib- 
ed in the Discipline, such committee as the 
Yearly Meeting may appoint for the purpose, 
should take care for the assistance of the indi- 
vidual when needful, and to appropriate so 
| much of the stock of the meeting, as they may 
Friends on their guard, lest they should do judge proper for the payment of the expenses 


anything that may weaken the testimony of} incurred in the performance of the service.” 
the Society to a free gospel ministry. It must} 1812, page 95-96. 


be a deplorable state of things, when an indi- 
vidual holding the station of a minister of 
the gospel in our religious Society, con-| Under direction of the Meeting for Suffer- 
siders it in anywise as an inducement to] ings, the memorials of Christopher Healy and 
go forth in the responsible character of an} Elizabeth L. Redman, have been published in 
ambassador for Christ, that the expenses | form corresponding with the volume of memo- 
of his journey would be defrayed by the meet-| rials issued a little while ago, the type and 
ing liberating him; and still worse where a} paper also being similar, The pamphlet can 
Monthly, Quarterly, or Yearly Meeting, should | be obtained at the bookstore, No. 84 Mulberry 
be so dead and devoid of that wisdom which | street. 

is profitable to direct, as to set such an indi- 
vidual at liberty to travel as a gospel min- 
ister; and yet such a circumstance may have 
occurred, and may occur again, But the 
evil, it appears to us, does not result from the 
provision of the Discipline enjoining it on the 
meetings liberating a minister for religious 
service abroad, to see that those who may 
not be in circumstances to defray the expenses 
of travelling, are not detained at home on| 
that account; and to supply them with the| 
needful funds, It arises from the want of re- | 
ligious depth and discernment in the meetings 
to which such minister belongs, which, if pos- 
sessed, would preserve them {rom setting such 
persons at liberty to go abroad, bringing suf- 7 
fering on the upright, discerning members| venting Schools for Adult Coloured Persons. 


wherever they come, and feeding the itching! A Principal and three Assistant Teachers, 
ears of the careless and superficial. Weare wanted for the Men's School, and a Prin- 
know not what the discipline of other Yearly cipal and four Assistants for the Women’s 
Meetings on this subject may be, but we be-| School, 

lieve that ever since the rise of the Society,] The Schools open on the first. Second-day 
care has been taken by it in some way or evening in the ‘Tenth month, and are held five 
other, that the rightly-qualified servant, who | evenings in the week until the last of the fol- 
has been commissioned by the Head of the lowing Second month. 


Church to go forth in his service, if poor in| Application may be made to either of the 

this world’s goods, shall have that which is| undernamed Committee. 

needful to supply his necessities, while en-| Samuel Allen, No. 134 S. Front street. 

gaged in the performance of his duty; and all | John C. Allen, No. 179 S, Fifth street. Wil- 

such when thus abroad, will be very careful| liam L. Edwards, No. 192 Spruce street. 

not to idle away their time, or engage in that| pj,ijaaa.. Seventh month. 1853. 

not called for at their hands, and having food , 

and raiment therewith they will be content. 

The following is the clause in relation to the 

subject, contained in the Discipline of Phila-| The Managers are desirous to engage a 

delphia Yearly Meeting. Steward and Matron for this Institution, Ap- 
**]t is recommended that when the concern | plication in writing may be made to either of 

of a Friend for the performance of a religious} the undersigned. 

visit to meetings within the limits of this 











In our present number will be found a com- 
munication irom a distant correspondent, on 
«‘ The ministry, and new regulations of some 
of the Yearly Meetings,” which we doubt not 
has had its origin in an honest concern to put 








We see that the Managers of the Tract As- 
sociation have got out the “ Moral Almanac” 
for 1854, On looking over it, we find it con- 
tains the usual amount of instructive reading 
and anecdote, calculated to promote religion 
and sobriety. We hope that Friends gener- 
ally throughout the country will not only sup- 
ply themselves, but make some exertions to 
induce storekeepers in their respective neigh- 
bourhoods to purchase it, that it may keep out 
of circulation as much as possible, those alma- 
nacs which are filled with senseless trash 
promotive of levity, and often of immorality. 
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FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Thomas Evans, No. 180 Arch street.|/be found lacking.” 






161 Filbert street, or No. 188 Race street. 
William Bettle, No. 14 S. Third street. 
Philada., Sixth month, 1853. 





Diep, at his residence, near Damascoville, Co- 
lumbiana county, Ohio, on the 27th of Third 
month last, in the 69th year of his age, Aaron A. 
Wootman, @ member of Upper Springfield Monthly 
Meeting. His indisposition was of several months’ 
continuance, which, it is believed, he was favoured 
to bear with Christian patience, expressing that 
his mind was peaceful, and that he had a hope of a 
better inheritance. 





,in this city, on the evening of Twelfth 
}month 30th, 1852, of a short but severe illness, 
Ex.iis Wootmay, in his 3lst year, son of the above 
Aaron A., and member of the same meeting. 








, on the 17th of Seventh month, 1853, in the 
37th year of her age, ExizaBetn, wife of Joel Gilbert, 
a member of Southland Particular and Plymouth 
Monthly Meeting, Ohio. She was a diligent attend- 
er of our meetings for worship and discipline. She 
passed through much bodily suffering, which she 
bore with patience, and near her close appeared to 
be engaged in frequent silent intercession to the 
Throne of Grace, leaving her friends the consoling 
hope that she has changed the state of trial and 
affliction for a happy eternity. 


, on the 20th of Seventh mo., 1853, aged 40 
years, Anna, daughter of Thomas Willis, of Jericho, 
Long Island. To this dear Friend the language of 
our holy Redeemer seemed peculiarly applicable, 
“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see 
God.” Her early life was characterized by remark- 
able purity and conscientious regard for truth, 
which, with added years, expanded into a watchful 
care, faithfully to discharge every manifested duty, 
however great the cross to her natural will. In the 
various relations of life, domestic, social and reli- 
gious, she was ever found the judicious counsellor, 
the tender, sympathizing friend; the poor and 
afflicted being the peculiar objects of her attention. 
Having early submitted to the cleansing, transform- 
ing operations of Divine Grace, she was prepared to 
direct others to the Fountain whence she derived 
consolation and strength.—Though the severity of 
disease precluded much expression, yet we feel the 
sweet assurance, that to her the change is indeed 
“glorious,” because the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. v. 
22, 23) were manifested in her daily walk. During 
an interval of comparative ease, she exclaimed, “ U 
the love of my heavenly Father!” A short time 
before her dissolution, with a look of inexpressible 
affection, she addressed two of her relatives, “ Re- 
member your Lord ;” then, “ Let me go;” and soon 
quietly yielded her spirit to Him whose service had 
long been her chief joy.—May her bright example 
of early dedication, her pious and consistent life, 
stimulate her survivors to redoubled efforts to pur- 
sue in simple obedience and single heartedness the 
path of Christian duty. 





——, after a short illness, in Winchester, Va., on 
Third-day evening, the 26th of Seventh mo., 1853, 
Resecca, wife of Jasper Cope, of Philadelphia, aged 
73 years. During the illness of this dear Friend, 
many expressions fell from her, encouraging and con- 
solatory, showing the fervent exercise of her mind, 
and evidencing to those around her that she was ear- 
nestly engaged in preparation for the coming change, 
which she said was then near at hand. And those 
who anxiously watched around her dying bed, had 
abundant evidence for believing she was fully pre- 
pared, and had found acceptance in the arms of that 
compassionate Saviour, whom she said “ ull her life 
long she had endeavoured to love and adore, and 
through whom she trusted she would not in the end 
Her close was calm and 


Yearly Meeting, is united with by the Month- | Charles Ellis, No, 95 8. Eighth street, or No. | peaceful. 


ly Meeting of which he or she is.a member,}56 Chestnut street. 
that the said Monthly Meeting, by a suitable | 144 S. Fourth street. 
committee, do carefully examine and see that|101 N. Tenth street. 


Jeremiah Hacker, No. 
Samuel Bettle, Jr., No. 
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